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Lesson Overview

Lesson Overview: Jeremiah , The Weeping Prophet (Jeremiah 1:4, 10, 31:31, 34 | God'’s unyielding love in the face of
despair) This lesson explores Jeremiah’s calling as a prophet, one marked by grief, resistance, and God'’s relentless
commitment to Israel, even amid ruin. The text reveals that divine love doesn’t abandon the people it loves; instead, it
calls them back through pain, like a parent who weeps with their wayward child. For high school students, this invites
reflection on how God'’s sovereignty intersects with human rebellion: If He chooses to persist with His people, why
should we ever assume failure is inevitable? The real-world application? Faith isn’t about never struggling, but trusting
that God's love, like Jeremiah’s, remains active even when we're exhausted. End with a challenge: How can we
embody this kind of stubborn hope when the world tells us to give up?

Bible Story

Jeremiah , The Weeping Prophet: Faith in the Face of the Unknown

The call of Jeremiah begins with a raw confrontation between God and a young man caught between destiny and
doubt. In Jeremiah 1:4-10, God speaks to Jeremiah through visions of clay and fire, a metaphor for his purpose and
the uncertainty of it. God’s words are blunt: "Before | formed you in the womb, | knew you; before you were born, |
consecrated you." This divine foresight is not passive prediction but an act of sovereign love, shaping Jeremiah into a
vessel for prophecy despite his youth and the skepticism of his contemporaries. Yet, Jeremiah'’s first reaction is
resistance. When God asks, "Who are you, that you should dare to challenge me?" his response is hesitant: "l am
only a boy." This isn’t arrogance; it's the honest, human admission of inadequacy, one that even the apostle Paul
would later echo in 2 Corinthians 12:10, "My grace is sufficient for you." Jeremiah’s doubt isn't a sign of failure but a
necessary first step in learning to trust God’s call over human limitations. The passage forces us to ask: How many of
us, in our own way, have hesitated because we didn’t see ourselves as capable? Jeremiah’s story isn't just about
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being called; it's about learning that God’s work in us often begins with acknowledging our own unworthiness.

The prophet’'s commission extends beyond personal faith into a larger theological question: What does it mean to
speak truth in a world that resists it? Jeremiah 31:31-34 introduces the idea of a new covenant, a radical departure
from the old, one that doesn't just rewrite laws but rewrites the heart. This isn't just a theological abstraction; it's a call
to action. The new covenant is not about human effort but divine transformation, a promise that God will indwell
people, making them his people again (v. 31). This contrasts sharply with the old covenant, which was conditional, "If
you obey, you'll prosper"”, but the new covenant is unconditional, a promise that God will be with his people even when
they don’'t know what they’re doing. For Jeremiah, this means preaching a message that will be met with outrage,
exile, and despair. Yet, the new covenant doesn't just offer hope for the future; it demands obedience now. It's a call
to live in a way that aligns with God’s heart, even when the world around us rejects it. This connects deeply to
real-world struggles: How do we stay faithful when our message is unpopular? How do we trust God’s plan when our
own efforts fail?

Jeremiah’s weeping isn't a sign of defeat but of integrity. His tears are for the coming destruction of Jerusalem (v. 28)
and for the people’s rejection of God (v. 29). He mourns not because he lacks faith but because he sees the
consequences of his words. This isn’t passive grief; it's active lament, a posture that many today struggle with. In a
culture that often equates strength with emotional detachment, Jeremiah’s weeping is a radical act of honesty. His
words remind us that true faith isn’'t about never feeling afraid but about choosing to act in the face of fear. This leads
to a profound theological question: If God’s promises are real, why do we sometimes feel abandoned? Jeremiah’s
story suggests that the answer lies in understanding that God’s promises aren't just about future deliverance but
about present trust. He is with us in the weeping, the waiting, and the wrestling, even when we don't see the bigger
picture.

The real-world application of Jeremiah’s story is profound. Today, we live in a world where faith is often reduced to
personal piety or ideological crusades. Jeremiah’s call is to something deeper: a commitment to God'’s justice, even
when it's unpopular. The new covenant isn't just about salvation but about relationship, a living, breathing bond where
God'’s Spirit dwells within us, guiding us through doubt and despair. For high school students, this means asking: How
can | live out my faith in a way that matters, even when no one around me does? Jeremiah’s story matters because it
reminds us that God’s work in us is never about our strength but his grace. In a world that often demands perfection,
his story teaches us to be honest, to weep when necessary, and to trust that God’s promises endure long after our
own understanding fades.

Jeremiah’s weeping prophet isn’t just an ancient figure; he’s a mirror. Our own doubts, our own resistances, our own
questions, God sees them all. The call to follow him isn’t about removing our struggles but about learning to trust him
through them. As Jeremiah prayed, "l know, Lord, that you can do everything; no plan of yours can be thwarted."
(Jeremiah 1:7) This isn’t a blind leap of faith; it's a willingness to walk the path with God, even when the road is
unclear. In a season of uncertainty, Jeremiah’s story is a reminder that God'’s faithfulness isn’'t a promise we passively
receive but a commitment we actively embrace, one that shapes our hearts, our words, and our lives in ways that last
beyond Sunday school.

Key Verse

2 Kings 5:14

Jeremiah 31:3 describes God’s unconditional, unchanging love, an "everlasting love" and "unfailing kindness",
that transcends all human expectations, including our failures or distance from Him. This verse reveals His
relentless, sacrificial devotion toward His people (and by extension, all who receive grace), connecting to the
theological truth that His love is not earned but given freely, demanding radical trust in a God who, unlike finite
love, remains steadfast through every trial. Real-world application: This love challenges us to confront the illusion
of "deservedness" in relationships (romantic, familial, or spiritual) and instead embrace a posture of gratitude and
surrender, where our worth is rooted in His unmerited favor, not our own performance. It calls for deep
introspection on how we reciprocate love: Do we cling to conditional love, or do we let His everlasting grace
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redefine our identity?

Activities

Activity 1:
1. Divide & Debate (3-5 min):

2. Split into small groups (3-4 students). Each group reads Jeremiah 1:4-10 (the call to prophecy) and 31:31-34
(the promise of a new covenant). Ask:

3. "How does Jeremiah’s weeping in response to God’s call demonstrate his humanity, or his burden?"

4. "What modern-day ‘Jeremiahs’ experience similar conflict between truth and comfort?" (e.g., climate activists,
whistleblowers, or social justice advocates).

5. Create a "Weighted Word" (5 min):

6. On an index card, each student writes one word or phrase from Jeremiah’s prophecy that resonates with their
own "burden of truth” (e.g., "exile," "restoration," "mute voice").
7. Fold the card in half and tape it to the front of a tissue box (or a stack of paper) labeled "My Jeremiah’s Words."
8. Argument & Reflection (5 min):

9. Groups present their words to the class. As a whole group, discuss:

10. "How do these words reflect Jeremiah’s dual role, prophet of judgment and hope?"

11. "How might Jeremiah’s weeping be a model for honesty in hard conversations?"

12. Optional: Use the tissue boxes as a physical prompt, students discuss how "holding these words" might feel
like carrying Jeremiah’s burden.

Activity 2:
Supplies needed:
¢ 11-33 or 30:1-24 for supplementary context)
. Scripture Study (3 min):

. Read Jeremiah 25:11-33 (Jeremiah'’s first scroll of doom) and 30:1-24 (the new covenant). Ask:
. "Why does Jeremiah destroy the first scroll? How does this mirror his weeping?"

1
2
3
4. "What might this scroll represent today, e.g., a climate warning, a social justice manifesto?"
5. Design the Scroll (5 min):

6. Each student folds a strip of paper into a scroll. Divide the scroll into two halves:

7

. Left half: Depict Jeremiah’s doom scroll (e.g., a broken city, a burning temple, words like "Exile, judgment"” in
bold).

8. Right half: Illustrate the new covenant (e.g., a restored land, a hand reaching from God’s presence, words like
"l will put my law in their hearts").

9. Use markers to label the scroll: "Jeremiah’s Old Covenant" / "Jeremiah’s New Covenant."
10. Unfold & Discuss (5 min):

11. Students unfold their scrolls and present to the class. Groups discuss:

12. "How does your scroll reflect Jeremiah’s weeping? Where does it show hope?"

13. "How could artists today use this tension between warning and hope?" (e.g., protest art, faith-based activism,
environmental warnings).

14. Optional: Glue black paper to the left edge of the scroll to symbolize "burning” the old narrative.
15. Theological & Real-World Connections:
16. Both activities tap into Jeremiah’s paradoxical ministry:
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Discussion Questions

» Here are four thought-provoking, open-ended discussion questions designed to engage high school students
(ages 15, 18) in a deep exploration of Jeremiah’s call, the themes of faith, suffering, and divine calling, with
theological and real-world connections:

« 1. Faith and Doubt: Where Does Trust Begin?

« Jeremiah is called by God while feeling inadequate, hesitant, and even questioning: "Am | too young?™
(Jeremiah 1:6), a question that mirrors many moments of self-doubt we face. In Jeremiah 1:4, 10, God does not
dismiss his fear but reaffirms his purpose through a symbolic act (the clay pot). How might this passage challenge
us to reconsider where we place our confidence, when we feel unworthy, when life feels uncertain, or when God'’s
call feels impossible? How could we, like Jeremiah, learn to trust even in the midst of doubt?

» Theological Tie: Consider the Immaculate Conception or the idea of the Incarnation, how might these concepts
(where God's grace enters human frailty) inspire us to trust in our own "unworthiness" before God?

« 2. Suffering and Prophetic Witness: What Does It Cost to Speak Truth?

« Jeremiah’s prophecies (e.g., Jeremiah 31:31, 34) are both warnings and promises, a call to confront injustice
and hope for renewal. He is called to prophesy against Israel’s idolatry, war, and exile, yet the people reject him.
In Jeremiah 29:11, God says, "l know the plans | have for you... plans to prosper you and not to harm you." Yet
Jeremiah’s life is marked by suffering (e.g., imprisonment, exile). How does this tension between divine promise
and human suffering play out in your own life? Have you ever felt called to speak truth in a way that risked
rejection or harm? What does it mean to trust God’s promises even when the path seems unclear?

* Real-World Application: Think of modern prophets, activists, scientists, artists, or even teens speaking against
injustice (e.g., climate change, social inequality). What might it look like to carry Jeremiah’s hope in the face of
resistance?

« 3. Divine Sovereignty and Human Agency: Does God Control All, or Do We?

« Jeremiah 31:31, 34 describes the "New Covenant", a radical shift in how God relates to people, where hearts

are transformed, not just laws. Yet, Jeremiah also prophesies destruction (e.g., Jerusalem’s fall). How does this
tension between renewal and judgment reflect real-world struggles between hope and despair? For example, in
climate change or systemic racism, where do you see evidence of God'’s promise (e.g., a "new creation") being
fulfilled, and where do you see resistance? How might Jeremiah’s words challenge us to reconcile faith with the
hard truths of history?

* Theological Tie: Reflect on Augustine’s idea of the Two Cities, how might Jeremiah’s message about God'’s
renewing work in broken hearts parallel this duality?

* 4, The "Weeping Prophet" and Emotional Faith: How Does God See Our Pain?

« Jeremiah is often called the "weeping prophet" (e.g., Lamentations). His books are filled with sorrow, lament,
and frustration. Yet in Jeremiah 31:37, 38, God promises restoration. How might Jeremiah’s emotional honesty in
his writings help us model faith that is not just joyful but raw, acknowledging pain without dismissing hope? Have
you ever felt like God’s promises were delayed or unclear? How did you (or should you) respond in that moment?
What does it mean to trust God’s timing when our own grief or frustration feels overwhelming?

» Real-World Application: Consider how art, music, or writing can be forms of "lament", how might Jeremiah’s
example inspire you to express your pain in ways that honor both your emotions and faith?

» These questions aim to:

« Invite critical thinking about faith, doubt, and God'’s character.

» Connect biblical themes to modern struggles (identity, justice, hope).

« Encourage ethical reflection on how we respond to suffering and calling.

* Allow room for personal testimony while staying within the limits of the text.
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* Would you like any of these refined further for a specific group or focus?

Prayer Focus

"Lord, You call us to truth with raw honesty, like the prophet Jeremiah, whose words were not just words but the
weight of a people’s future. Grant us the courage to speak Your justice boldly, even when it stings, and the wisdom
to listen when our hearts are heavy, for Your promises are bound not by human comfort but by divine faithfulness.
Help us study not just to pass exams, but to engage with the weight of wisdom, to weep with the broken, and to
trust that Your Word shapes the future, even when the path feels uncharted."

>> Missions Spotlight

The Roma (Gypsy) people of Europe have been marginalized for centuries. Missionaries working among Roma
communities in Eastern Europe share Jeremiah's message that God never gives up on His people, including the
Roma, whom God deeply loves.

-> To the Cross

Jeremiah wept over God's people because they kept turning away. But God promised a 'new covenant', not
written on tablets of stone but on their hearts. Jesus inaugurated this new covenant at the Last Supper: 'This cup
is the new covenant in My blood.'
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