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David and Bathsheba

Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:1-12:25

Theme: Sin has devastating consequences, but God's grace is greater

High School (Ages 15-18)

Free curriculum for small and rural churches

Lesson Overview

Lesson Overview: "The Kingdom Divided, When We Turn Away" (1 Kings 11:1, 13, 12:1, 24) This lesson explores
Solomon’s spiritual decline (1 Kings 11) and his political fracture with Rehoboam (12), revealing how idolatry and
pride fracture God’s covenant. The text challenges students to consider: How does our disobedience shape not just
our lives, but the world around us? Through theological reflection (e.g., the fulfillment and limitation of God’s
promises), students examine real-world consequences of rebellion, such as systemic decay or relational division,
while affirming God’s relentless grace in restoration (cf. Ezekiel 36:26). The lesson ends with an exercise on covenant
obedience and the cost of not turning back, framing hope in Christ’s faithfulness even in broken kingdoms. (Volunteer
Tip: Pair with a discussion on modern "idolatries" (e.g., performance, power, consumerism) and how repentance is a
community practice, see 2 Chronicles 7:14.)

Bible Story

Title: The Kingdom Divided: When We Turn Away from God

King Solomon’s reign was legendary, wise, prosperous, and marked by God’s favor. Yet, even in his brilliance, he
made a critical mistake: he married thousands of foreign women, primarily from nations worshiping idols (1 Kings
11:1). The Bible doesn’t explain why he did this, but the effect was devastating. When Solomon’s heart turned away
from the Lord, God’s warning became reality: "Because you have forsaken Me, I also will forsake you" (1 Kings
11:11). His idolatry wasn’t just personal; it set in motion the kingdom’s political and spiritual division.

Solomon’s foreign wives encouraged him to worship their gods, and though he began with good intentions (like
building temples for them), his actions betrayed his initial trust in God. The Israelites, though once united under a
single covenant, now found themselves fractured, Solomon’s son Rehoboam took the southern kingdom (Judah),
while his grandson Jeroboam led the northern tribes (Israel). The split wasn’t arbitrary; it was the consequence of a
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people (and leaders) who prioritized power and pleasure over loyalty to the One who had sustained them (1 Kings
12:1, 6). This division reflected deeper theological truths: when we abandon God’s ways, we invite chaos, division,
and spiritual decline, not just for ourselves, but for those around us.

The story of the divided kingdom is a powerful mirror for high school students navigating identity, faith, and influence.
Solomon’s fall wasn’t about sudden sin but the slow erosion of commitment. Like him, we may start strong in our walk
with Christ, only to find ourselves distracted by worldly desires, social media, materialism, or even religious syncretism
(blending beliefs). The Bible warns that such compromises don’t just affect us; they disrupt relationships,
communities, and even nations. As Jeroboam later instituted corrupt practices (like worshiping golden calves), his
actions became a warning: Every generation must choose whether to follow God’s law or human instincts. The
question isn’t whether we’ll turn away (for we will), but how we respond to that failure, repentance or rebellion?

Yet hope remains. Though the kingdom was divided, God’s promise to David (2 Sam 7:16) endured. Even in Israel’s
idolatry, God’s covenant with Abraham and his descendants wasn’t broken; it was preserved. The divided kingdom
shows that faith isn’t about perfection but perseverance, waiting for God’s perfect timing to restore what was lost. For
believers today, this means recognizing that our "turning away" isn’t an end but a step toward redemption. The real
tragedy in Solomon’s story isn’t the division itself, but that he and his people failed to learn from it. Their history
teaches us that repentance isn’t just about apology, it’s about renewing our hearts (Jeremiah 18:12), trusting God’s
grace, and choosing loyalty over convenience.

This story matters because it’s the story of us. Solomon’s fall isn’t just ancient history, it’s a cautionary tale about the
cost of complacency. In a world where distractions multiply daily, the divided kingdom asks: Will we prioritize God’s
truth, or will we surrender to idols, even when they’re in plain sight? The answer defines not just our personal faith, but
the legacy we leave behind. Let’s ask ourselves: Where have we, like Solomon, chosen convenience over
commitment? And how can we, like him, find the courage to return? The divided kingdom wasn’t the end; it was the
beginning of God’s work to restore what was lost.

Key Verse

2 Samuel 12:13

Here’s a concise yet thoughtful breakdown of 1 Kings 11:9, 10 for high schoolers, weaving theology, real-world
stakes, and honest reflection: The Verse in Simple Terms: Solomon’s rise to power came with great gifts, wealth,
wisdom, and divine favor, but his heart shifted from devotion to idolatry, turning to foreign gods. God’s warning
isn’t just about his mistakes: it’s a warning for all of us, even those who start strong, about how idolatry (anything
that competes with God’s love) corrupts priorities. God’s anger isn’t arbitrary; it’s the consequence of worshipping
something else for selfish gain rather than for His glory. Theological Depth: This passage exposes the tension
between human ambition and divine sovereignty. Solomon’s fall isn’t just about "bad choices", it’s about his
systematic replacement of God’s law with political expediency (e.g., the "peace treaties" with foreign nations that
masked idol worship). Theologically, the verse connects to themes like total dependency on God (Ps. 10:4: "He
has planted his standards between two rivers") and the fallibility of even the wisest leaders (cf. 2 Kings 22, 23 on
Josiah’s reform). It’s a reminder that God’s holiness demands wholehearted loyalty, no half-measures.
Real-World Application (Honest & Critical): Solomon’s story isn’t just history, it’s a cautionary tale about modern
idol worship. Today, what "gifts" (success, fame, comfort, even faith traditions) do we chase that crowd out God’s
voice? For example: - Spiritual Consumerism: Following trends in religion (e.g., "I’ll pray for this, but I’ll also scroll
TikTok") or prioritizing feelings over doctrine. - Political/Economic Idols: Trusting systems (e.g., capitalism,
nationalism) more than God’s justice. (See James 4:4: "You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship
with the world is enmity with God?") - Performance Over Principle: Solomon’s idolatry was public, yet many
modern idols are private (e.g., pride, self-preservation, even "purity culture" if it excludes voices). Question for
Reflection: Where have you seen (or seen others) swap devotion for convenience? How does this verse
challenge you to ask: "Am I building my life on God’s Word, or on what feels safer or more exciting?" Why This
Matters for Teens: Solomon’s story is both a mirror and a mirror-sharpener. It forces us to ask: How do we define
"success" in our faith? - Intellectual honesty: God doesn’t demand perfection, but He does demand repentance
(e.g., Solomon’s later reforms in 2 Kings 11). His anger isn’t about failure; it’s about rejection. - Real stakes: Idols
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don’t just hurt others, they hurt us. Solomon’s reign ended in chaos, not because he was evil, but because he
stopped listening to God (Hosea 4:6: "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge"). Final Challenge: Think of
Solomon’s heart as a compass, pointing toward God. When does it get "rewired" to point elsewhere? What would
it look like to repair it today? (Hint: It starts with spending time with God, not just doing "faith" activities.)

Activities

Activity 1:
Supplies needed:

• In pairs
• create a mini-collage (3, 4" x 5") using supplies to depict:

1. Divide & Confront (15 min)

2. Split the group into small teams of 3, 5 students (each team gets a set of excerpts).

3. Prompt: "Read 1 Kings 11:1, 13 (Solomon’s idolatry) and 12:1, 24 (Jeroboam’s revolt). Focus on two
questions:

4. How does Solomon’s spiritual decline affect God’s kingdom?

5. Why does division arise when people turn away from Him?

6. Task: On index cards, annotate one theme per card (e.g., "Solomon’s heart turned away" / "Jeroboam’s false
gods" / "Division as rebellion").

7. Discuss as a group: "Which card resonates most? Why?"

8. Modern Parallels (10 min)

9. Flip to a new sheet of paper: "How does this passage apply today? Provide one example of how people,
religious, political, or personal, turn away from God’s kingdom, leading to division."

10. Example prompts to spark discussion:

11. "Schism in a church over doctrine or politics."

12. "Consumerism or entertainment replacing devotion."

13. "Social media or ideological echo chambers isolating people."

14. Reflection: "What biblical principle do we see at work here?"

15. Apply the Text (5 min)

16. Group Debate: Teams argue one side of a hypothetical scenario (e.g., "A student joins a club that promotes
secular values instead of faith-based activities"). Opposing teams defend either holy disobedience (1 Kings
12:16, 17) or accountability (1 Kings 11:4).

17. Close with: "Where does Scripture balance freedom and obedience? How can we honor God in our choices
without becoming like Jeroboam?"

2. Activity: "The Kingdom’s Splinters" , Creative Critique & Moral Dilemmas

19. Design the Divided Kingdom (10 min)

Discussion Questions

• Here are four open-ended, intellectually engaging discussion questions designed to stimulate deep reflection on
1 Kings 11, 12 while connecting theological themes to real-world challenges:

• 1. Divine Fidelity vs. Human Disloyalty

• "Rehoboam’s reign marks a turning point in Israel’s history, one where God’s promise of a lasting dynasty (1
Kings 9:5) is abruptly disrupted by human failure. Solomon’s worship of foreign gods may have been a gradual
corruption, but Rehoboam’s division of the kingdom is a deliberate rejection of God’s authority. How does this
passage force us to confront the question: What are the ‘small’ or ‘invisible’ ways we turn our backs on God’s
kingdom in our own lives? Do we prioritize power, convenience, or cultural expectations over faithfulness? Where
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do you see modern ‘Solomonic temptations’, where idolatry feels harmless or even attractive? How might God call
us to ‘repair the broken wall’ (1 Kings 12:12) in our time?"

• 2. Theological Dilemmas of Division

• "The Bible does not present division as a neutral act, it is a betrayal of God’s plan for unity (e.g., Ephesians
2:14). Yet Israel’s split into North and South mirrors historical and contemporary realities where loyalty to God is
tested by division (e.g., political, ethnic, or ideological fractures). If we assume that God’s kingdom can only be
realized in an undivided nation, how does this challenge our understanding of justice? For instance, in modern
conflicts, such as those in Ukraine, Israel-Palestine, or the U.S. political divide, where might the ‘divided kingdom’
model lead to either despair or surprising opportunities for reconciliation? How might we engage with division
theologically rather than just reactively?"

• 3. The Role of Leadership in Idolatry

• "Rehoboam’s advisors advise him to oppress the people (1 Kings 12:14), but his own hesitation in ruling harshly
mirrors the irony of Solomon’s legacy. Both leaders inherited a kingdom shaped by idolatry, yet neither fully
escaped its consequences. Leadership in the Bible is never neutral, it is either an extension of God’s authority or
a tool of rebellion. If we consider modern leaders (political, corporate, religious), where do we see leadership that
exacerbates division, and where might we see leaders who, despite flaws, still act with integrity? How might the
failure of Solomon and Rehoboam inform how we evaluate leadership today, especially in times of moral
ambiguity?"

• 4. Redemption Through Exile and Return

• "The Northern Kingdom’s fall in 722 BC and its exile in Assyria (2 Kings 17) is a long shadow over 1 Kings 11,
12. The story ends with a warning: ‘I will not give the king of Israel who oppresses my people to be completely
destroyed’ (1 Kings 11:13). Yet God’s covenant is not just about Israel’s survival but its restoration. How does this
passage complicate our understanding of divine justice? For example, in contexts where marginalized groups
face systemic oppression (e.g., refugees, indigenous communities, or persecuted minorities), does God’s promise
of restoration apply only to a nation, or to all those who trust in him? Where in your own life, or in history, do you
see moments where God’s kingdom seems to be built on the ruins of division, only to be rebuilt with unexpected
grace?"

• Pedagogical Notes for Facilitating Discussion:

• Theological Depth: These questions invite students to grapple with themes like idolatry, leadership ethics, justice
vs. mercy, and the sovereignty of God in broken systems.

• Real-World Linkage: Encourage students to research modern analogies (e.g., corporate culture, social media
polarization, or interfaith relations) to apply these biblical themes.

• Group Dynamics: Pair students to debate: "Is division ever a ‘necessary’ evil, or is it always sinful?" or "How
does the story of Solomon and Rehoboam challenge or affirm your own understanding of ‘success’ in faith?"

• Personal Reflection: Ask students to journal: "What ‘Solomon’s temple’ in your life has been built with temporary
idols? How might you ‘repair the broken wall’?" (1 Kings 12:12).

Prayer Focus

"Father, we come before You with honesty and humility, for our lives mirror the fall of King Solomon, when pride
and distraction led him to turn away from You, not in rebellion, but in the quiet surrender of self-reliance. May we,
like David before us, learn that true strength comes not in dominating the world but in walking faithfully in Your
presence, where wisdom is found, not in the pursuit of power or status, but in the sacred space between Your will
and our own. Teach us to resist idolatry not just with words, but with actions, where our hearts remain open to You,
lest we too divide our loyalty and lose the kingdom You’ve given us."



MinistryPlace.net — Sunday School Curriculum — High School (Ages 15-18) David and Bathsheba

Free curriculum for small & rural churches — ministryplace.net Page 5

>> Missions Spotlight

The churches in Western Europe, once the heartland of Christianity, have largely turned away from God.
Missionaries from the Global South are now returning to Europe to re-share the Gospel, proving that God never
gives up on a people.

-> To the Cross

Solomon's heart turned away from God, and the kingdom was divided. Humanity's heart turns away from God
again and again. But God never gave up on His people. He sent Jesus to reunite what sin had divided, to bring us
back to God forever.


