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Lesson Overview

Lesson Overview: "Moses Sees the Promised Land" Theme: Faithfulness means finishing well, even when you don't
see the full reward. Opening (Engage with Wonder): Begin by showing a simple map or picture of the journey of Israel
from Egypt to the Promised Land. Ask, “Have you ever wanted to go somewhere so much that you just had to see it,
even if you couldn’t be there right away?” Let kids share examples, like a dream vacation or a new sport they wanted
to master. Then say, “Today, we'll see how Moses waited and trusted God for something he couldn’t even imagine
yet!” Lesson Body (Explore the Story): God had promised the Israelites the land of Canaan (modern-day Israel) as a
gift. But Moses, who had spent 40 years leading them through the wilderness, was now too old to enter it himself.
After leading them safely across the Jordan River, he stood at the edge of the land and saw it for the first time
(Deuteronomy 34:1). The Bible doesn’t say he was disappointed, he didn’t get to be the first to step in! Instead, he
saw God'’s faithfulness and joy. That's a powerful lesson: Sometimes God’s best rewards are seeing His faithfulness,
not the final destination. Challenge: "What's a goal you've worked toward that felt ‘out of reach’ at first? How did God
show you He was with you along the way?" Write their responses on a board or chart for reflection later. Faithfulness
in Action (Apply to Today): Moses didn’t quit; he trusted God even when he couldn’t see the end. This reminds us that
faithfulness isn’t about finishing fast, it's about finishing strong, even when the path isn’t clear. Maybe your “promised
land” isn’t a trip or a trophy, it could be: - A friendship that needs time to grow. - A habit (like prayer or reading) you're
building. - A dream (like art or sports) you're still learning. Deeper Question for Discussion: "If Moses hadn’t seen the
land in person, how might he have felt? What would make you feel hopeful when something seems impossible?" Help
kids connect to their own struggles (e.g., waiting for a birthday, learning a skill). Closing (Commit to God’s Work): End
with a prayer or simple activity: “Let’s take a minute to thank God for the ways He’s been faithful to you, even when
the full reward wasn't visible yet.” For older kids, pass out small “promise jars” (plastic containers) where they can
write down God'’s faithfulness moments from their lives. Encouragement for Teachers: - Emphasize hope over
perfection: Kids may feel frustrated by delays, anchor them to God’s promises (Hebrews 11:1 says faith is confidence
in what we can't see). - Use visuals: Print a simple map or a “mosaic” of Moses’ journey (like a poster with images of
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desert, Jordan River, and the Promised Land). - For quiet time, play soft instrumental music while kids reflect: “Where
has God shown you He’s faithful lately?” Final Thought: End with the verse, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart... and
do not lean on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5, 6). Let them know God sees them, and He's ready to show
them their next step!

Bible Story

Sunday School Lesson: "Moses Sees the Promised Land" (Based on Deuteronomy 34:1-12)

After leading the Israelites through the wilderness for forty years, Moses finally reached the end of his journey. Even
though God had promised the Israelites the land of Canaan, a land flowing with milk and honey, Moses had never
actually seen it. But this time, God told him, "This is the land you will rest in, but you will not enter it." Instead, God
said, "Look, I've given Joshua my chosen leader a new job: he'll cross the Jordan River and take over the land for
you." God's kindness was surprising, because He knew Moses would never make it to the Promised Land himself.

One day, God led Moses to a high mountain. From there, Moses looked out and saw the land God had promised the
Israelites. The mountains sparkled in the sunlight, the valleys were lush and green, and the city of Jericho was just
ahead, full of houses, trees, and even animals grazing peacefully. For the first time, Moses saw what God had spoken
about in the past. His heart swelled with joy and wonder. God said to Moses, "Tell Joshua everything he needs to
know, because he’s going to take this land soon."” God'’s plan was working!

But Moses also felt sad. He had spent so much time with God, and now he was old and tired. God told him, "Moses,
you're not going to enter the land, but I'll take care of you." Instead of fighting or arguing, Moses trusted God’s word.
He knew God loved him and that He had a bigger plan. The Israelites had been waiting for this moment for years, and
now they would finally see God fulfill His promises.

After Moses looked out over the land, he laid his hands on Joshua’s head and blessed him. He told him, "Trust God
completely, even when you don’t understand. He’s got this." Then Moses died where he stood, and God buried him in
a special place on the mountain. Though he never walked into the land, his faith and obedience meant everything to
God. The Israelites would remember him as a great leader who showed them how to follow God’s instructions.

Why This Story Matters: Moses’ story reminds us that sometimes God calls us to trust Him even when we don't get to
see the final outcome. Just like Moses, we might have to wait for things God has promised, like healing, new
opportunities, or answers, but we can still trust Him. God'’s love is bigger than our own plans, and even when we can't
see the future, we can trust that He’s guiding us every step of the way.

Reflection Questions: 1. What did Moses see when he looked out over the Promised Land? How did it make him feel?
2. Why did God tell Moses he wouldn't enter the land? 3. How can we trust God when we don’t see what He’s doing?
4. What's something God has promised you that you're still waiting to see? How can you trust Him in the meantime?

Personal Application: Think about a time when God has promised something but you haven't seen it yet. Like Moses,
can you trust Him to keep His word? God may not always give us what we expect, but He always loves us and has a
plan. Let's take heart and remember: God sees our struggles, and He’s working for our good!

Key Verse

Exodus 32:8

God’s Special Friend: Moses The Bible tells us that Moses was an amazing leader, just like many heroes in
stories. But even though Moses was so brave and kind, he was not perfect, he made mistakes, just like you and
me. Still, God chose him to lead the Israelites because Moses had a special friendship with God. Unlike other
prophets, God talked directly to Moses, showing him God’s plans and promises, like a best friend sharing secrets.
This means Moses was unique in God’s eyes because he understood God’s love and guidance in a way no one
else did. Even though Moses struggled, God still trusted him to help his people. Why Was Moses Different? Think
about a time when you had a really close friend who always knew what you needed before you asked. That kind
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of trust is special, just like the bond God had with Moses. God didn’t just know Moses, He knew him face to face,
which means He could see his heart and talk to him like a real conversation, not just through letters or signs. This
shows how special Moses was because most people in the Bible were only heard through other leaders or
prophets. Moses was different because he had a direct connection with God that made him a great teacher and
leader. What Does This Mean for Us Today? Moses wasn't perfect, and neither are you or I, but God still chose to
work through him to help his people. That's a big lesson: God doesn’t always pick the most perfect people to
share His message. Instead, He picks those who are willing to listen, learn, and grow, just like Moses did. Even
though Moses sometimes made mistakes, God used him to lead others to freedom and faith. Can you think of
someone in your life who has helped you, even if they didn't always do everything perfectly? Like Moses, that
person’s kindness and trust matter a lot to God! What Can We Learn from Moses? One of the biggest things we
can take from this verse is that God loves to work through us too, even if we aren’t perfect. Just like Moses had to
learn to listen and trust God more, you can grow in your relationship with God every day. Maybe you don'’t have a
direct conversation with God yet, but that's okay! You can pray, read the Bible, and ask God to help you
understand His love for you. Moses was special because he chose to serve God, and you can too, even in small
ways, like being kind to others or sharing God'’s love with your friends. A Prayer to Remember Let’s pray together:
"Dear God, thank You for choosing Moses to help Your people, even though he wasn't perfect. Help me to listen
to You, just like Moses did, and to trust You more every day. Teach me how to share Your love with others, just
like Moses led his people with kindness and faith. Amen!" Reflection Questions: 1. How do you think Moses felt
when he was talking to God face to face? Did it feel exciting or scary? 2. Who is someone in your life who has
helped you, like Moses helped his people? What did they do that made you feel special? 3. What's one way you
can grow closer to God this week, just like Moses tried to follow Him? This verse reminds us that God’s friendship
isn't about being perfect, it's about being willing to learn, trust, and serve Him, just like Moses did. What will you
do today to be like Moses in God'’s eyes?

Activities

Activity 1:
Students create tiny embroidery hoops (symbolizing God as their "rock") while learning that God is always present
in their lives, like He was for Israel.

1. Set Up Groups (5 min): Divide students into small groups (3, 5). Give each group a pre-cut map of Israel's
journey from Egypt to the Promised Land, marked with key locations (Red Sea, mountains, desert, Jordan River).

2. Trace and Color (7 min): Ask students to trace their personal journey of faith on the map with one color (e.g.,
blue for "where God has led me"). Then, use another color to mark the "Promised Land" of trust in God’s
promises today. Discuss: "How has God guided you like He guided Moses?"

3. Add Landmarks (5 min): Have students glue or draw symbols (e.g., a cross for Christ’s faithfulness, a rock for
His promises) along their path. Label their "destination" with a question; "What does this symbol remind you of
God’s promises to you?"

4. Share and Reflect (2 min): Each student shares one symbol and why it matters. End with; "Like Moses, we
trust God'’s plan even when the road is hard. How can we thank Him today?"

5. "Rock of Faith" Embroidery Challenge

6. Prep Hoops (3 min): Pre-cut fabric squares (3x3 cm) and distribute to students. Explain: "God is our ‘rock’ (like
the Promised Land), but we also need to see His presence in small ways, like this embroidery!"

7. Thread the Promise (8 min): Give each student a hoop, a fabric square, and a red/blue yarn thread. Have them
weave one end of the thread through the hoop, then tie it to the fabric. Next, they weave the thread around the
hoop 3 times (like Moses circling the wilderness) and tie it to the other end. Repeat with a second color. Discuss:
"How many times has God guided you like a ‘circle’ in your life?"

8. Add a Symbol (4 min): With glue dots or a needle, attach a Bible verse to the fabric square (e.g., "The Lord is
my rock" from Psalm 18). Ask: "What does this verse mean to you now?"

9. Display and Pray (3 min): Hang the hoops on a wall or bulletin board. Each student shares: "How is this
embroidery like God’s faithfulness to me?" End with a group prayer thanking God for His promises.
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10. Key Themes Across Activities:
11. Faith’s Journey: Use Moses’ leadership to model trusting God’s plan (even when it's unclear).
12. Personal Connection: End each with: "Where have you seen God'’s ‘Promised Land’ in your life this week?"

13. Deeper Question: "If Moses couldn’t see the Promised Land, how can we still trust God’s promises today?"
(Answer: Through His Word, people, and His Spirit.)

Discussion Questions

« Here are four open-ended discussion questions for upper elementary students (ages 9, 11) based on the lesson
Moses Sees the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 34:1, 12). These questions encourage critical thinking, personal
reflection, and application of the Bible story to their lives:

« 1. How can we understand that God’s promises are always true, even when we can't see them yet?

* (Deuteronomy 34:12 tells us that God is a God who "does not lie." How does that truth help us trust Him even
when we don't see the "Promised Land" yet? Give an example from your own life where you had to trust God for
something big, even when you couldn’t imagine how it would work out.)

» 2. Why do you think Moses spent so much time preparing the people for the Promised Land instead of just
leading them in? How does that help us in our own lives as we wait for God’s plans?

* (Moses spent a lot of time giving instructions (Deuteronomy 34:10, 12) even after he died. How can we use what
we learn now to encourage others who might feel lost or uncertain about the future? Think about a time you felt
unsure about God'’s plan for you, how did you (or someone else) help each other stay hopeful?)

* 3. What does it mean that God showed Moses the Promised Land in a vision, but He didn’t let Moses enter it
himself? How can we learn to trust God’s timing even when it feels unfair?

* (Moses saw the land he could never enter, but he didn’t get to go there. What does this teach us about
obedience and trusting God’s plans, even when they don’t match our own wishes? Have you ever had to wait for
something you wanted, like a big dream or a promise from God? How did you handle waiting?)

* 4. How can we live like Moses, faithful and ready to serve God, even when we're not in the "Promised Land"
yet?

* (Moses was faithful even after he died (Deuteronomy 34:10, 12), but we still have our own "Promised Land" to
prepare for. How can we stay faithful, like Moses, by trusting God’s promises and serving Him today? Think about
a way you can help others or serve God in a small way this week. What will you do to stay strong in your faith,
even when things get hard?)

» These questions encourage students to explore the story through faith, obedience, patience, and personal
growth! Would you like any adjustments to fit a specific focus (e.g., more emphasis on trust vs. obedience)?

Prayer Focus

Here’s a heartfelt prayer for upper elementary students to explore alongside the lesson about Moses seeing the
Promised Land: "Dear God, we come before You with hearts full of wonder and faith. When Moses looked across
the Jordan River, he saw a land flowing with milk and honey, just like the promises You made to the people of
Israel. Even though he had to stay on this side of the river, he trusted You to bring them safely to the land You
prepared for them. Help us to trust You, too, when things feel far away or uncertain. When we feel stuck like Moses
was, remind us that You still hold our futures in Your hands, and You always keep Your promises. Help us to
believe, even when it's hard to see the whole picture. Thank You for the land You give us to live in, the families we
have, and the future You're shaping for us. Amen." Follow-Up Questions for Reflection (Teacher/Pair Discussion):
1. How does it feel to trust God when we don't see the whole answer yet? 2. Moses didn’t get to enter the land he
wanted to see, what does that teach us about trusting God's plan? 3. When have you felt like God was preparing
something big for you (even if you couldn’t see it yet)? 4. How can we help each other believe when things feel
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unclear? Personal Application: - Write down one promise from the Bible that feels like "the Promised Land" for you,
like God’s Word, family, or a future opportunity. How can you trust Him to keep it? - Practice a "faith walk" this
week: Stand still for 10 seconds and whisper, "l trust You, God." Then move forward in confidence! This prayer
invites kids to: - Embrace wonder in God'’s promises (e.g., "land flowing with milk and honey"). - Name their own
uncertainties ("when things feel far away") to connect emotionally. - Choose trust, even when the "vision" isn’t
complete, just like Moses. Would you like a simple scripture verse to read together afterward?

>> Missions Spotlight

The elderly church leaders in rural China have endured decades of persecution. Many have never seen the fruit of
their labor in their lifetime. The story of Moses encourages them that faithfulness matters even when we don't see
the full harvest.

-> To the Cross

Moses led the people for 40 years but wasn't allowed to enter the Promised Land himself. He pointed the people
forward to something greater. Jesus, our greater Moses, not only points the way, He IS the way, and He entered
the true Promised Land (heaven) on our behalf.
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