
MinistryPlace.net — Sunday School Curriculum — High School (Ages 15-18) Baby Moses

Free curriculum for small & rural churches — ministryplace.net Page 1

MinistryPlace.net

Baby Moses

Scripture: Exodus 1:1-2:10

Theme: God protects those He has chosen for His purposes

High School (Ages 15-18)

Free curriculum for small and rural churches

Lesson Overview

"The Passover Lamb: A Theology of Sacrifice and Redemption" (Exodus 12:1-28, with real-world implications for faith
and justice) This lesson explores how the Passover Lamb, a symbol of sacrificial atonement, reveals the deeper
theological truth that salvation is not merely external ritual but a radical, life-transforming relationship with God. For
high school students, we could tie this to the idea that Christ’s sacrifice wasn’t just a legal substitution but an act of
love that redefines what it means to be human in a broken world. The challenge? How do we trust that God’s plan for
redemption, even when it feels foreign, is ultimately for our flourishing? Encourage reflection on how modern justice
movements (e.g., racial reconciliation, economic justice) mirror this theme: where the blood of the Lamb becomes a
call to action, not just a memory. (Optional hook: Ask students, “If God used an ancient ritual to show us His heart for
humanity, what modern ‘lambs’ are we called to offer in love?”)

Bible Story

The Passover Lamb: A Theological Study of Exodus 12 (For High School Students: Intellectual Honesty, Theological
Depth, and Real-World Application)

The Israelites’ enslavement in Egypt was not merely oppression, it was a cosmic struggle between two systems of
meaning: one that denied life, the other that affirmed it. When God called Moses to deliver His people, He did so
through a radical act of divine justice: the Passover. Unlike human rulers who exploited suffering, the God of the Old
Testament intervened not with brute force but with a sacrificial ritual that became the foundation of Israel’s identity. In
Exodus 12, God prescribed the first Passover, not as a mere ceremonial tradition, but as a theological declaration,
one that would later define His covenant people forever. For students today, this passage forces us to ask: How does
a divine command that demands a life for life’s preservation speak to modern ethics, particularly in a culture where
life’s value is often debated? The Passover was the first step in a narrative where God’s wrath and mercy were
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intertwined, a tension that echoes in every covenant He makes.

The command to mark their doorposts with blood was not symbolic, it was sacramental, a physical act of obedience
that served as a visible reminder of God’s covenant. When the angel of death passed over the houses where the
lamb’s blood had been applied, it was not mere chance but divine judgment: the blood represented the life of the
lamb, and in its absence, the destroyer spared the Israelites. Yet, the Bible does not present this as a one-time event
but as the beginning of a pattern: God’s people were to remember the Passover annually, recalling both their
deliverance and their role as bearers of His story. This cyclical nature invites reflection on how we internalize God’s
work in our lives. For high school students, this raises critical questions: How do we ensure that our lives are marked
not just by tradition, but by meaning, by a faith that transforms suffering into purpose? The Passover was not just
about escape; it was about inheritance, a covenant that promised land, blessing, and a future where God would be
their King.

Theologically, the Passover lamb points to Christ’s ultimate sacrifice. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 5:7, explicitly connects the
Passover to Christ, writing that we are to examine ourselves to see whether we are living in the spirit or the flesh. This
is where the intellectual honesty comes in: the Passover was not about abstract ideas but about practical obedience,
a call to trust God’s promises in the midst of chaos. For modern believers, this means asking: How do we apply the
principles of this story to our own lives? Are we like the Israelites, who obeyed by faith despite their unworthiness? Or
do we see Passover as a distant, irrelevant ritual? The answer lies in the tension between law and grace, God’s
command to mark their doorposts was not arbitrary; it was a command to recognize His presence in their midst. In a
world where ethics are often reduced to personal preference, the Passover reminds us that truth is not negotiable.

The Passover was also a foreshadowing of the New Covenant. Jesus, the "Lamb of God" (John 1:29), would one day
offer Himself as the true Passover sacrifice, breaking the cycle of blood and death forever. This connects deeply to
real-world application: How does faith in Christ transform our participation in culture? Do we live as those who have
been saved, or do we treat God’s redemption as something distant? The Israelites’ deliverance was not just physical;
it was spiritual, a call to become a people set apart. For students today, this means asking: How do we live out the
implications of our salvation in a world that often prioritizes convenience over conviction?

Ultimately, the story of the Passover matters because it teaches us that God’s faithfulness is not a one-time event but
a recurring promise. He is not just the God who delivered Israel from Egypt but the God who delivers us from the
"Egypts" of our lives, whether they be oppression, despair, or the sin that enslaves us. The command to eat the
Passover with unleavened bread was not just a dietary rule but a call to remember that our lives are not our own. To
eat it was to participate in God’s story, to recognize that we are part of a larger narrative where His name is preserved.
For high school students, this is a challenge: How do we integrate our faith into our daily lives in a way that honors
God’s sovereignty? The Passover was the first step in becoming a people who live by the truth that their worth is not
defined by their circumstances but by their covenant with Him.

Key Verse

Exodus 2:2

Exodus 12:13 tells us that the blood of the lamb represents God’s covenant promise, His commitment to spare
His people during judgment. This is rooted in Israel’s deliverance from Egypt (the Passover), symbolizing how
Christ’s sacrifice (as the ultimate "lamb") secures eternal redemption (1 Peter 1:19). In practice, it teaches that
faith in Christ’s atoning work is a protective sign against spiritual death, offering hope in trials by affirming God’s
sovereignty over sin and evil. It’s a reminder that trust in Him sustains us amid life’s crossroads.

Activities

Activity 1:
Students analyze the Passover lamb’s symbolic sacrifice, debate its relevance to modern justice, and map its
biblical and ethical implications using visual and analytical tools.
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1. Theological Exploration (3 min)

2. "Ask students to write a 2, 3 sentence response to: ‘What does the Passover lamb symbolize about God’s
justice, human responsibility, and redemption?’

3. Distribute Exodus 12:1, 28 and have them reference key verses (e.g., Exodus 12:12, 13, 24, 27) to justify their
answers. Encourage debate in pairs or trios.

4. Sacrifice Mapping (5 min)

5. Divide the room into small groups (3, 4 students). Provide index cards and ask them to:

6. Draw or write one symbol (e.g., blood, sacrifice, freedom) from the lamb’s story that resonates with them.

7. Place their card on a “map” (poster board or whiteboard) labeled with categories:

8. Ancient Justice (e.g., slavery, ritual laws)

9. Modern Redemption (e.g., criminal justice, atonement debates)

10. Personal Reflection (e.g., how does this connect to their faith or struggles?)

11. Encourage discussion: "How does this lamb’s story intersect with themes like sin, grace, or systemic
change?"

12. Debate & Connection (7 min)

13. Select 2, 3 students to present their mapped symbols, explaining how they connect to:

14. Theological: Is sacrifice ever "worth it"? How does God’s justice differ from human justice?

15. Real-World: Can we apply this to modern issues (e.g., capital punishment, war, systemic oppression)?

16. Close with: "Why might the Israelites have hesitated to follow God’s command? How should we today
question ‘obedience’ in faith?"

2.

Activity 2:
Students role-play as Egyptian officials, priests, or Israelite families to explore the moral weight of Passover’s
command, culminating in a small-group discussion on agency, consequences, and faith.

1. Prep Role-Play Scenarios (3 min)

2. Assign roles in small groups (4, 5 students):

3. Egyptian Official (e.g., Pharaoh’s advisor; skeptical about God’s command)

4. Egyptian Priest (e.g., skeptical but respectful; questions the lamb’s necessity)

5. Israelite Family (e.g., obedient but anxious; fears consequences)

6. Israelite Child (e.g., eager to participate; asks why they must do this)

7. 21, 24 (e.g., Moses’ instructions to the Israelites).

8. Craft "Passover Kits" (5 min)

Discussion Questions

• Here are four open-ended, intellectually engaging discussion questions designed to encourage deep reflection
on Exodus 12 (The Passover Lamb), theological exploration, and real-world implications for high school students
(ages 15, 18):

• Theological Reflection & Sacrifice

• Exodus 12 describes God’s command to Israel to sacrifice a lamb as a "passover offering" to protect them from
death during the tenth plague. The lamb’s blood was applied to doorposts, yet it also symbolized Jesus’ ultimate
sacrifice in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 5:7). How does the idea of sacrifice in Exodus 12 challenge or
complement the concept of atonement found in later scriptures? What does this say about the continuity or
tension between Old and New Covenant theology?
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• Moral & Ethical Connections

• The Passover lamb was chosen for its purity (no blemishes), yet God instructed Israel to kill it and use every
part, even the blood, during a night of intense fear. How might this story prompt us to consider the ethics of
human sacrifice or the value of life in modern contexts? What does it reveal about how we value human life,
especially in times of crisis or persecution?

• Identity & Redemption

• The Passover marked Israel’s transition from slavery to freedom (Exodus 12:15), yet the lamb’s blood was also
a sign of God’s covenant with them. How does this passage help us understand themes of identity and
redemption? If God chose a lamb to deliver his people, what does that reveal about God’s character (e.g., mercy,
justice, provision)? How might these ideas apply to personal struggles with identity, forgiveness, or overcoming
hardship?

• Real-World Application & Justice

• Many cultures still observe Passover (e.g., Jewish traditions), but how might this story inform modern
discussions about justice, freedom, and human rights? For example, how could the Passover narrative inspire
movements for civil rights, human trafficking advocacy, or even systemic change? Alternatively, what could it
teach us about how power structures (e.g., oppressive regimes) attempt to "pass over" vulnerable groups, like
slaves, refugees, or marginalized communities?

• Suggestions for Facilitating Discussion:

• Allow students time to write responses first if they’re hesitant.

• Invite peer sharing or small-group debates (e.g., "Does this passage support or challenge your understanding of
God’s justice?").

• Connect to current events (e.g., debates on capital punishment, human trafficking, or religious freedom) to
highlight relevance.

• Would you like adjustments to focus more on specific themes (e.g., faith, social justice) or add additional layers
of complexity?

Prayer Focus

"Heavenly Father, as we reflect on the Passover Lamb, both its historical fulfillment and its enduring spiritual
shadow, may we encounter Your grace with both wonder and humility. Teach us the weight of truth in our studies,
that like the Israelites, we might recognize the sacrifice of Christ in our own lives and, like Moses, trust in His power
to deliver us from the "shadow of death" into eternal life, where wisdom, justice, and purpose intertwine in a reality
beyond our comprehension. Guide our minds, our hearts, and our actions, that we may study with integrity, serve
with courage, and grow in faith that transcends the confines of time and tradition." (Theological notes: The
Passover lamb’s shadow points to Christ’s ultimate sacrifice; its application here bridges divine law and human
redemption, urging students to engage intellectually yet with reverence for truth’s moral and spiritual weight.)

>> Missions Spotlight

In many parts of North Africa and the Middle East, the concept of sacrificial lambs is deeply understood.
Missionaries working among the Amazigh (Berber) people of Morocco use the Passover story as a bridge to
explain Jesus as the Lamb of God.

-> To the Cross
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The Passover lamb's blood on the doorposts saved the Israelites from death. Jesus is our Passover Lamb (1
Corinthians 5:7), His blood saves us from the death that our sin deserves. Every Passover pointed forward to the
cross.


