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The Crucifixion , Jesus Dies for Us

Scripture: Matthew 27:27-56, John 19:16-30

Theme: Jesus died on the cross to save us from our sins

Jr High (Ages 12-14)

Free curriculum for small and rural churches

Lesson Overview

"A Price Paid for Freedom" (Lesson Overview for Junior High , The Crucifixion) Imagine standing at the foot of a cross
on a stormy Friday, watching as Jesus, who never sinned, bears the weight of every sin of every person who’s ever
lived. His cry, "My God, my God…" isn’t just sadness; it’s the truth that the love of God pays for our mistakes when we
don’t have the courage (or the time) to fix them ourselves. This isn’t just history, it’s a bridge. One day, we’re drowning
in guilt (or just lazy choices), and the next, Jesus reaches down and says, "I’ve already bought your way home." Life
application: Next time you feel like failure or regret, ask: "What would Jesus do with this?" (Not: What do I deserve?)
The answer? He took it all. And that’s the best news ever. (Encouragement for teachers: Use a short skit, maybe a
"sin debt" analogy with a student "bailing" vs. Jesus paying, and end with a prayer: "Thank You for the Cross, God.
Help us trust that Your payment covers more than we could ever ask or imagine.") Optional reflection: children can
draw a picture of Jesus helping their friends, then share one way they can help someone else this week. This extra
activity supports the lesson’s theme and gives teachers a simple, lowprep option for extending the discussion.

Bible Story

"The Crucifixion: How Jesus Died for Us" (Matthew 27:27, 56 + John 19:16, 30)

The Betrayal and Mocking The night before Jesus died, Judas had turned his back on Him, not out of love, but out of
fear and greed. The crowd that once cheered Him now laughed at Him, slapping His face and demanding He crown
Himself King. Soldiers stripped Him of His clothes, wrapped Him in rags, and mocked Him as if He were a criminal.
They even took a crown of thorns and forced it on His head, hurting His face, just like the people who called Him "King
of the Jews" had done. The scene was brutal, and Jesus bore it all without a word. Why? Because He knew this was
the price of redemption. His life would be the sacrifice that set us free.
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The Crucifixion Begins The soldiers took Jesus to Golgotha ("Place of the Skull") and drove a long, sharp nail through
His hands, then another through His feet. They hung Him between two criminals, one a thief who mocked Him, the
other a repentant man who begged for mercy. The soldiers divided His clothes, gambling over who would get the best
piece, just like they’d done with His life. The crowd watched in silence, hearts heavy with shame. Jesus’ blood dripped
down, but His voice stayed strong. "Father, forgive them," He prayed, not for Himself, but for them. This wasn’t just
about Him; it was about us.

The Thief’s Surprising Turn One of the criminals, who had mocked Jesus, turned to Him with tears in his eyes. "If
you’re the King of the Jews," he said, "save yourself!" Jesus didn’t flinch. Instead, He promised him a place in heaven.
His words cut deeper than any whip: "Today you’ll be with me in paradise." That moment showed us how much Jesus
wanted people to believe. He didn’t just die for Himself; He died for them, even when they didn’t deserve it.

The Darkest Hour As Jesus’ last breath left His body, the earth shook, the curtain in the Temple tore in two, and the
sun darkened. It was the ultimate betrayal, His life, His glory, His very divinity crushed. The soldiers and the crowd
wept, but no one understood yet why. Then, one by one, the women who had followed Him (including Mary
Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James) stood at the foot of the cross. They looked up and saw Him, dead. But His
death wasn’t the end. It was the beginning of something new. The very God who had created the world was now
being killed by sin, so that sin could be destroyed.

Why This Story Matters Today Jesus didn’t just die for His followers. He died for us, for all of us, no matter how
broken, no matter how sinful. His death on the cross isn’t just a sad historical event; it’s the most powerful act of love
in history. When we look at the cross, we see not a victim, but a Savior who gave His life so we could have eternal
freedom. The question isn’t "Did Jesus die for me?" but "Will I believe it?" Will I trust that His death wasn’t just for Him,
but for me? That’s the real lesson, and the real choice we face every day.

Key Verse

John 19:30 , 'It is finished.'

"It’s all done." (John 19:30) Picture this: Jesus was hanging on that cross, suffering through every drop of sweat
and pain, so we wouldn’t have to. At the very end, before He died, He whispered, "It’s finished." What does that
mean? It means His work on the cross wasn’t just for Him, it was for you. Because of Jesus, when we believe in
Him, we don’t have to carry guilt, shame, or the weight of our mistakes alone. The punishment for sin was paid,
and now we can live free! It’s not that God is done with us, He’s done with the wrongs so we can start fresh. Like a
game where the hard part is over, now we can play with victory! Life question: Have you ever felt like your "game"
wasn’t fair, or like you kept losing? Remember: Jesus already won the biggest battle for you. Now it’s up to us to
trust Him and live with freedom.

Activities

Activity 1:
Students role-play Jesus’ final words on the cross (“Father, forgive them”), practicing empathy and prayer through a
short skit. They learn how His words still free us today.

1. Set the Scene (2 min):

2. Begin by reading Matthew 27:27-31 (Jesus being mocked and crowned with thorns). Ask: "What does it mean
to carry a heavy load? How do you think Jesus felt when He wore this crown?" Write their responses on a board.

3. Create the Crown (5 min):

4. Give each student a crown cut from cardboard or paper.

5. Have them glue pipe cleaners (for hair) and add thorn-like stickers or drawn marks.

6. Encourage them to make it heavy, glue extra weight at the bottom (e.g., small clay balls, crumpled paper).

7. Reflect & Discuss (5 min):
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8. Ask: "Why do you think Jesus wore this crown? What did it represent?" (Hypocrisy, betrayal, suffering.)

9. Share: "Jesus carried this for YOU, so you don’t have to. What burdens do you carry today that He took on for
you?"

10. Have students share one way they’ve seen Jesus’ sacrifice help them.

2. "The Last Words Challenge"

12. Prep the Passage (2 min):

13. Read John 19:26-28 aloud: "Father, forgive them… it is finished." Ask: "What do you think Jesus meant by
these words? Why was it so hard for Him to say them?"

14. Role-Play Skit (7 min):

15. Divide students into 3 groups:

16. Jesus (speaks the final words)

17. Crowd (responds with mockery or fear)

18. Pilate (asks, “What’s wrong with him?”)

19. Have them memorize their lines.

20. Encourage them to feel the weight of Jesus’ words, ask the crowd to react realistically (e.g., “Wicked men!”).

21. Self-Reflection (5 min):

22. Ask: "How does it feel to hear Jesus say these words to YOU today? Why do you think He asked for
forgiveness for us?"

23. Write down one thing from the passage that stands out. "How can you pray for others like Jesus did?"

24. Life Application Note:

25. Both activities tie back to real questions junior highers face: "Why does God let bad things happen? How
does Jesus’ sacrifice change things?" By making the story tangible (art + role-play), students remember it’s not
just history, it’s a gift to live by.

26. Would you like adjustments for group sizes or additional discussion prompts?

Discussion Questions

• Here are four open-ended discussion questions designed to spark meaningful reflection and conversation
around the story of Jesus’ crucifixion. These questions encourage students to explore the deeper meaning of
sacrifice, love, and forgiveness while connecting it to their own lives and choices.

• 1. The Weight of Sin and the Cost of Love

• Imagine you had someone you deeply cared about betray you, maybe a friend, a family member, or even
yourself in a way that hurt you deeply. How would you feel if you knew you were the one who deserved
punishment for that betrayal? What would it take to make things right?

• Jesus doesn’t just look at our sins, He takes them on Himself, carrying the full weight of them to the cross. How
does it change your perspective when you think about what He endured for you? If you could ask Him one thing
about why He did this, what would it be? Why do you think He chose to do this instead of letting us suffer alone?

• (Life Application: This question helps students grapple with the idea that God’s love isn’t just passive affection,
it’s active, costly, and sometimes painful. It invites them to think about how they might show love in ways that cost
them something, like forgiving someone who has hurt them.)

• 2. The Silence of the Cross

• When Jesus died on the cross, He was abandoned by His friends, betrayed by His enemies, and left to die
alone. Even His closest disciples fled in fear. That night, He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, asking God to
take the cup of suffering from Him if it were possible. Yet He still chose to go through with it.
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• The night before His death, He washed His disciples’ feet, a gesture of humility and service. That same day, He
died. How does it feel to think about how small, everyday acts of kindness (like serving others) can lead to such a
huge, life-changing outcome? If you had to do something for someone else that cost you, like serving, forgiving, or
sacrificing something you wanted, what would it be and why? How does Jesus’ example change how you think
about service?

• (Life Application: This question ties the story to practical, daily choices. It challenges students to think about how
their own actions, even small ones, can have a big impact, and how Jesus’ life teaches us that love isn’t just about
big gestures, but about willing sacrifice.)

• 3. The Empty Tomb and What It Means for Us

• When Jesus died, His body was taken down from the cross and buried. But three days later, He rose from the
dead! The tomb was empty, and His followers were overjoyed. What do you think this empty tomb means for
people who are struggling right now? Imagine someone who is hurting, maybe because of a broken friendship, a
lost job, a fear of failure, or even a fear of God. How could the fact that Jesus rose from the dead give them hope?

• If you could tell a friend (or someone in your life) one thing about why Jesus’ death and resurrection matter, what
would you say? How does it make you feel that God didn’t just fix the problem once and leave it, He came back to
finish what He started?

• (Life Application: This question connects the story to real-life struggles and encourages students to think about
how God’s power over death can be a source of hope for others. It also invites them to share their faith or comfort
with someone they care about.)

• 4. The Choice to Trust or Walk Away

• Before Jesus died, He gave His followers a final command: "Do this in remembrance of me." (Luke 22:19) Later,
after His resurrection, He appeared to His disciples and said, "Fear not; go and tell my brothers." (Matthew 28:10)
But what if they had chosen to hide in fear, to doubt, or to run away? What if they had decided, "This is too much.
I can’t handle it."

• Jesus didn’t just tell them to trust Him, He showed them by dying for them. The apostles didn’t always
understand it perfectly, but they eventually chose to follow Him anyway. How do you think Jesus would respond if
you asked Him, "Why do I have to trust You when it’s so hard?" What would it look like for you to choose to trust
Him, even when it’s scary or doesn’t make sense?

• (Life Application: This question addresses one of the biggest challenges in following Jesus, doubt, fear, and the
struggle to trust Him in hard times. It encourages students to reflect on their own relationship with God and ask
how they can grow in faith, just as the disciples did.)

• Why These Questions Work:

• Engaging: They ask students to feel something, fear, joy, wonder, rather than just answer a yes/no question.

• Honest: They acknowledge the pain of sin, the weight of sacrifice, and the messy, human side of following
Jesus.

• Relevant: They connect the Bible story to real-life choices, struggles, and how we can live differently because of
what Jesus did.

• Open-ended: They invite students to share their own thoughts, fears, and hopes without feeling pressured to
have "correct" answers.

• Would you like any of these adjusted for a specific group dynamic (e.g., more focus on art, music, or sports
metaphors for sacrifice)?

Prayer Focus
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Prayer Focus: "Why Does God Let Jesus Die?" Teacher: "Alright, today we’re talking about a story that might feel
weird or even confusing, Jesus getting arrested, tried, and crucified. Some of you might wonder: ‘Why did God let
this happen? What’s the point?’ Let’s pray together that we’d see how this isn’t just about suffering, but about love,
really, big love, that changes everything." (Pause for reflection.) "God, we don’t always understand why bad things
happen, but today we ask: ‘Help us trust that Your plan isn’t just about punishment, but about saving us, even when
it looks messy.’ Show us how Jesus’ death isn’t the end; it’s the start of something new. Amen." --- Why this works:
- Honest: Acknowledges the tough question kids might have. - Life-applied: Connects to their curiosity about
suffering (e.g., bullies, mistakes). - Focused: Ties to Jesus’ sacrifice (Matthew 27:51: "the curtain of the temple tore
in two" = God’s love breaking barriers). Optional addition: End with "Help us love like that too, vulnerable enough to
be seen."

>> Missions Spotlight

In Ethiopia, the ancient rock-hewn churches of Lalibela include crosses carved from solid rock. Ethiopian
Christians have preserved the cross at the center of their faith for 1,600 years. Pray for the Ethiopian church as it
faces modern challenges.

-> To the Cross

This IS the cross. Jesus was nailed to a wooden cross between two criminals. He cried, 'Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing.' Then He said, 'It is finished.' The work of salvation was complete. Our sins
were paid for. The veil was torn. We can now come to God.


