MinistryPlace.net — Sunday School Curriculum — High School (Ages 15-18) Jesus and the Children

MinistryPlace.net

Jesus and the Children

Scripture: Mark 10:13-16

Theme: Jesus loves children and welcomes them

High School (Ages 15-18)

Free curriculum for small and rural churches

Lesson Overview

"Jesus and the Children" , A Radical Inclusion This passage reveals Jesus’ unconditional love as he defends children,
calling them his own (Mark 10:14). His command, "Let the little children come to me", challenges us to reject
hierarchies that marginalize youth, instead modeling intergenerational unity. Theologically, this echoes God's
invitation for all humanity to participate in His kingdom, where identity isn’t measured by status but by faith. Real-world
application: How might we, as volunteers, dismantle systemic barriers (ageism, poverty, cultural exclusion) to create
spaces where every child, including vulnerable teens, feels seen and valued? This isn’t just about tolerance; it's a call
to embody Jesus’ radical hospitality. (Encouraging note: Start with a discussion, "What barriers today would prevent a
child from feeling welcome? How can we model Christ’s love in action?") Optional reflection: children can draw a
picture of Jesus helping their friends, then share one way they can help someone else this week. This extra activity
supports the lesson’s theme and gives teachers a simple, lowprep option for extending the discussion.

Bible Story

Title: "The Kingdom Belongs to the Meek" , Jesus and the Children (Mark 10:13-16)

In a crowded synagogue or house of worship, children, some likely too young to follow their parents, were seen
pushing away from the table, squabbling over space, or simply too exhausted to listen. The adults, focused on the
sermon or the Pharisees’ debate, scolded them, dismissing them as insignificant. Jesus, however, noticed. He knelt
before them, not as an authority figure but as one who would not be rejected. When His disciples urged Him to send
them away, Jesus’ response was sharp yet tender: "Let the children come to Me; do not hinder them." His words
carried a profound truth: God’s kingdom is not built on power, prestige, or political influence, but on the hearts of the
vulnerable, the young, and the overlooked. The children, with their limited understanding, were not wrong for their
curiosity, it was the adults who had closed their minds to the possibility of grace.

Free curriculum for small & rural churches — ministryplace.net



MinistryPlace.net — Sunday School Curriculum — High School (Ages 15-18) Jesus and the Children

Jesus’ gesture was more than a lesson in social hierarchy; it was a rejection of human logic. The kingdom He spoke
of, one of divine rule, not earthly domination, was designed for the meek, the teachable, and the dependent. The word
"children" (paidia in Greek) could describe both little children and disciples who were still learning, suggesting Jesus’
rejection of a rigid religious system that had turned children into burdens rather than blessings. His act of taking their
hands was an invitation to enter the kingdom, not by force, but by surrender. For the disciples, this moment exposed a
tension: Jesus’ kingdom was counterintuitive to their understanding of leadership, authority, and even salvation. Yet
His response was unapologetic: "Whoever welcomes one little child in My name welcomes Me." The lesson was clear,
if you reject the smallest, you reject the Most Holy.

This passage intersects deeply with theological themes of covenant, inclusion, and reversal of values. The Old
Testament often contrasted the "wise" with the "foolish," the strong with the weak, and the righteous with the sinner.
Yet Jesus inverted these scales, declaring that the kingdom was for the broken, the young, and the marginalized. This
was not just a moral lesson but a cosmic declaration: the first and greatest commandment (to love God and neighbor)
is not a transactional one ("I serve you, and you will reward me") but an act of radical, unconditional trust. For high
school students wrestling with identity, purpose, or faith, this story asks: Where is your heart? Are you like the adults
who scold children for being "distracting," or are you willing to receive, like Jesus, the simple faith of the young? The
kingdom does not belong to those who control the narrative but to those who surrender to it.

Ultimately, Mark 10:13-16 is a call to embrace vulnerability. Jesus did not reject the children’s curiosity because it was
"nave", He welcomed it because it was pure. In a world that glorifies achievement, status, and perfection, His example
challenges us to ask: What would it look like to let someone smaller than me into my heart? This is not just about
children; it's about the oppressed, the poor, the disenfranchised, and even those we label "unworthy" of our time or
attention. The kingdom’s power lies in its openness. For those who believe, it is a invitation to become, in turn, those
who welcome, even when it costs them.

This story matters because it forces us to confront an uncomfortable truth: Our greatest witness may be our
willingness to be vulnerable. In a culture that celebrates strength, Jesus teaches that true strength is humility. The
meek do not lose; they inherit. And in a world where the powerful often dominate, the kingdom'’s reign is already here,
if only we dare to recognize it in the faces of the young, the broken, and the forgotten.

Key Verse

Mark 10:14 , 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.'

Mark 10:14 says, "The kingdom of God is not just for adults, it's for those who embrace simplicity, trust, and
vulnerability, like children." Jesus rejects adult pride by inviting the innocent, unburdened by worldly baggage, into
God’s rule. Theologically, this mirrors God’s own selfless love, unconditional, childlike, and willing to meet people
where they are. In real life, this means rejecting societal pressures that demand perfection (social media,
academics, etc.) to access God's grace, and instead, learning to trust Him with our weaknesses, just as a child
trusts a parent. The deeper truth: true wisdom begins not with the pursuit of knowledge, but with surrender to a
God who wants our childlike faith.

Activities

Activity 1:
Students perform skits or monologues using props to dramatize the dynamics of Jesus’ encounter with children,
then reflect on how their performance reflects or challenges biblical truth.
1. Reflection Prompt (2 min):

2. "Mark 10:14 says, ‘Let the little children come to me.” What does this line reveal about Jesus’ understanding of
discipleship? Write a response in 3, 5 sentences, considering: Who are ‘the little children? How does Jesus’
attitude differ from societal norms?"
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3. (Encourage students to write in a notebook or on a scrap of paper before the activity.)
4. Design Phase (5 min):

5. Give each student a blank sheet of paper. Ask them to draw a scene inspired by Jesus and the children. Key
elements:

6. Jesus’ posture: Kneeling, gesturing, or interacting with children.

7. Children’s identity: How they’re depicted (e.g., playing, listening, or being led by Jesus).

8. Adults’ reaction: Are parents/society seen as excluding or welcoming?

9. Tip: Emphasize that the drawing should reflect one perspective (e.g., Jesus’ heart, a child’'s view, or an adult’s
critique).

10. Collaborative Analysis (5, 7 min):

11. Group the drawings into 3, 4 categories (e.g., "Jesus’ embrace," "Child-led," "Societal resistance").

12. In small groups (3, 4 students), discuss: Which drawings align with Mark’s text? How does your art convey the
paradox of Jesus’ invitation?

13. Share with the class: "What did your art reveal about how you interpret discipleship for young people today?"
14. Closing Connection (3 min):

15. Lead a brief meditation: "Mark 10:15 says, ‘Truly | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
like a child will not enter it.” How might this challenge us to cultivate childlike curiosity in our own lives, even if
we’re older?"

16. Real-world tie: Ask: "Where in your school/community might we ‘receive’ spiritual truth like children do? For
example, through storytelling, art, or unconditional belonging?"

17. Theological Themes:

18. Authority & Humility: Jesus’ rejection of adult hierarchy to model vulnerability and trust (Colossians 2:8, 9).
19. Discipleship as Community: Children’s innocence as a model for radical inclusion (1 Timothy 4:12).

20. Real-world call: How Jesus’ ministry invites us to "bend down" to listen to marginalized voices.

2. ACTIVITY: "The Child’s Voice in Discipleship"

Discussion Questions

« Here are four open-ended discussion questions designed to engage high school students (ages 15, 18) in
intellectually honest reflection about Mark 10:13, 16, its theological depth, and real-world implications:

« 1. Authority and Vulnerability: Who Decides When to Seek Protection?

« Mark 10:13, 16 depicts Jesus blessing children, a moment often interpreted as an invitation to trust God's care
for the vulnerable. But the passage also forces us to confront a deeper question: When is it appropriate to seek
protection or divine intervention, and when should we trust that God’s timing is greater than ours? Some cultures
prioritize children’s safety above all else, while others may view them as symbols of innocence or future
responsibility. How does this passage challenge or align with your own understanding of when it's right to demand
security from the world, or to surrender it to God? Consider real-world examples (e.g., child labor, parental
neglect, or societal neglect of the young).

« 2. Theological Paradoxes: God as Both Judge and Redeemer

« Jesus’ command to the disciples to bless the children (v. 16) is paired with the earlier teaching on divorce (vv. 2,
12), creating a tension. If God is love and justice, how do these two moments coexist? Some theologians argue
that Jesus is showing a radical inversion of power, the vulnerable (children) are the ones God protects, while the
"righteous" (divorced men) are left in need of grace. Others might see it as a call to humility: Who do we assume
deserves God'’s favor? How might this paradox shape your own faith when faced with injustice or unfairness in the
world?

« 3. Real-World Discipleship: Children in Modern Contexts
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« Children today face different struggles than in Jesus’ time, abuse, poverty, war, or digital exploitation. Yet, the
passage still invites us to see them as objects of divine care. How would you apply this idea to your community?
For example:

« If a neighbor’s child is being bullied, what might Jesus call you to do?

« If children in your country face systemic neglect (e.g., orphanages, labor exploitation), how does this passage
challenge you to act or pray?

« What specific ways do you see God'’s protection at work in children today, and where do you feel the call to
respond?

* 4. The Cost of Discipleship: Can We Love Like Jesus?

« Jesus doesn't just bless the children; he commands the disciples to let little children come to him. This implies a
radical trust in God’s mercy. But discipleship often requires sacrifice: time, resources, or even our own desires.
How does this passage force you to confront your own relationship with God'’s will? For instance:

» Do you sometimes fear God’s judgment more than His love (as some adults might in this passage)?
« How might you practice childlike faith, trusting God even when it's inconvenient or unpopular?
* What's one way you could embody this trust in your daily life this week?

« Follow-up Tip: After discussing, students could journal, create art, or even role-play scenarios (e.g., how to
respond to a child in need) to internalize these ideas. The goal is to move beyond analysis to lived theology, how
their faith might change in action.

Prayer Focus

"Lord Jesus, as You reached out not just to children, whose fragility You saw as an invitation to Your Kingdom, but
to every young heart searching for truth, meaning, and freedom in a world that demands maturity too soon, grant us
Your eyes: to recognize that Your grace extends to those whose faith is still learning to walk, their questions still
unanswered, and their trust still fragile. Teach us to pray with them, not as masters, but as brothers and sisters in
the journey, that in Your love, every youth might find their place not as an object of Your care, but as a participant in
Your everlasting story. Amen."

>> Missions Spotlight

UNICEF estimates that 385 million children worldwide live in extreme poverty. Mission organizations like
Compassion International, World Vision, and others work to meet children's physical AND spiritual needs. Jesus
said to let the children come , and we must bring the Gospel to them.

-> To the Cross

The disciples tried to keep the children away, but Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me.' Jesus loves every
child. He went to the cross for children too. Every child matters to God, and every child needs to hear about Jesus.
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